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Synopsis

"In one volume this book seems to encompass all the plants native and exotic grown in Florida. No
small feat! . . . No other reference work that | know of covers the field as comprehensively as
this."--Edward Golden, horticutural consultant and past president, Sarasota Orchid SocietyFrom
Florida to California and on to Hawaii, gardeners who want a current, thorough, and user-friendly
guide to the common indoor foliage and outdoor landscape plants for U.S. Department of
Agriculture zones 8, 9, 10, and 11 will welcome this fully illustrated book.A With precise line
drawings for nearly 500 plant species, the work presents a description of cultivated ferns,
cone-bearing plants, and flowering ornamental plants for warmer climates. It offers a description of
the families, essential identifying features, and horticultural information for each plant, including
origin, cold hardiness zones, propagation techniques, and soil, fertilizer, irrigation, and light
requirements. The author also discusses identification features under clearly demarcated headings
of growth habit, foliage, stem and bark, flower, and fruit. With a comprehensive glossary of terms
commonly used in plant identification and a cross-referenced index of common and scientific
names, readers will be able to find information with minimal effort.A A This book is intended for use
by backyard gardeners and will be especially handy for newcomers to warm temperate and
subtropical areas who seek a reliable resource for plant selection and care. In addition, it will be
indispensable to garden clubs, volunteer Master Gardeners, nursery professionals, extension
agents, and landscape architects. It also can serve as a plant identification text for students of
environmental horticulture, forestry, and other plant science-related fields.Bijan Dehgan is professor
of environmental horticulture at the University of Florida. He is internationally recognized for his
taxonomic and horticultural research and major publications on the endangered sago palms

(cycads) and the physic nuts (Jatropha).
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Customer Reviews

Bought this for ORH3513C at UF, and it’s a really useful book! It has a ton of information about
plants in this region, which is usually somewhat difficult to find online. Would’ve been better if the
book had actual color photos of the plants, but | didn’t mind since a simple Google search shows me

the actual plant.

First off, all the drawings are in black and white and second, it didn’t offer anything new that |
couldn’t get from Sunset Gardening Book (at least the pix in that book are in color). Also it's geared

for Florida so if you live outside the hot and humid South, this book is not much help.

This is a great help to anyone who wants to understand,how each plant that grows in this region
grows or needs to be cared for.It will help you buy soil or planting mixes and to fertilize your plants
once or twice a year in season. | copy each page,that | need,to refer to often and put it with my
gardening tools,so that,| do not ruin this Bible of plant lore,when | am watering or replanting the

perennials.

Dr Dehgan’s book is about as complete a guide as one can find for the state of Florida. It is
extremely well organized combining the most useful information concerning a hugh variety of plants

with a very intuitive format.

This book does cover a lot of information. However as there are only pencil drawings,(and many of
those look identical) without color pictures, the overall result is below the norm for most
gardening/landscape plant books. It you own other books with color pix this might be a decent
addition to your library, for additional information. For someone starting their collection, this book

doesn’t offer much.

| bought this book as a requirement for a plant identification course (Dr Dehgan as an instructor). It

contains information about every plant you could want for landscaping a tropical yard. As a reviewer



stated earlier though, it contains only line art so it isn’t really very visually impressive. For a
gardener (or hobbyist) who already has an idea what plants he wants for a landscape and isn’t
trying to decide by looking at pictures | suspect this would be a great reference because it typically
contains a full page of specs for each plant it lists. If all this information was converted to a database
and made searchable by plant feature, what a wonder it would be. For the average layperson
though (i.e. me), | think it has limited usefulness as a stand alone reference and is best combined
with a nice pictorial guide. If this book had color plates it would hands down be a 5 star rating. Even
at a lower rating than what | scored it, it would still be a great value and a worthwhile addition to your

library for the modest price.

This is the first book | have found which provides useful information about gardening on the Gulf of
Mexico. | live on the Texas coast, Galveston Island to be exact, and the weather and climate here is
truly special! Forget the "zone 9" stuff. This text provides information about plants which will
survive--and thrive--here on a barrier island where many "normal" plants perish. "Salt tolerance" is
listed for each plant as well, which is so helpful as | live two blocks from the Gulf. Thank you, thank
you Mr. Dehgan for this book which has made such a difference for me. | don’t buy plants anymore

without checking here first! | believe this book is a "must" for coastal residents all along the Gulf.

This is an excellent book with a lot of great information on growing and caring for tropical plants. It
has great photos and describes most of the common tropical plants and trees. By Gregg L.

Friedman MD, Psychiatrist, Hallandale Beach, FL
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